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unknown character of Jane Sharp and her unusual publication. It asks whether
the discrepancies between Sharp’s book and those written by male medical
men are gender based, or if they went deeper, and were based upon
professional disagreements.

The article concludes that though some differences are based upon gender,
the greater differences are linked to the broader professional debate and
struggle that began in the seventeenth century and persisted well in the
eighteenth-century between midwives and male medical practitioners.
Furthermore, it implies that Sharp knowingly used her book to argue into a
new fashion against the growing overtaking of the profession by male
competitors.

ORLY RAHIMYAN

THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION THROUGH 118 SLOGANS

¢ The article tells the story of the first stage of the Islamic revolution in Iran
(January 1978-May 1979) through a survey of the slogans used by the
revolutionary movements. The article argues that as well as reflecting the
contemporary mood of the Iranian people, the slogans often served as a means
of spreading the Islamic ideology and mobilizing the masses to the
revolutionary cause.

JOSHUA PRAWER

THE PosiTioN OF THE GEONIM AND THE NESI'IM IN ERETZ-ISRAEL BETWEEN THE 9TH
AND 12™ CENTURIES

¢ “Hayo Haya” proudly presents a paper written by Joshua Prawer (1917-
1990), one of the most prominent historians of the Crusades and of the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalm. Prof. Prawer wrote this paper, from which selected
parts are now published for the first time, in the late thirties and early forties,
as a student in the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

The paper discusses two elevated positions in the Jewish community in
Palestine between the 9th and 12th centuries, namely the “Gaon” and the
“Nassi”. Based on a large number of documents, it reconstructs the
qualifications needed for these positions, the kinds of responsibilities they
held, and their relationships with the Diaspora as well as with the Muslim
government. Throughout the paper Prawer contests contemporary
assumptions concerning the subject, and presents original alternatives of his
own.

Since this paper was written more than sixty years ago, much has changed
in this field of research, and now we have a more complete and accurate
picture of these matters. Therefore a supplement is included at the end of
Prawer’s paper, written especially for “Hayo Haya” by Elinoar Bareket from
Tel-Aviv University, in order to introduce the present state of research.
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